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Washington -- Today, U.S. Congressman John Olver (D-First District)                was joined by Beverly Wood, Associate Vice Chancellor of UMASS,                and many representatives from Amherst, Northampton, Easthampton,                Holyoke, the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, the Massachusetts                Department of Environmental Management, and avid cyclists who came                together to discuss the $3 million that the Congressman recently                secured for the Norwottuck-Manhan Rail Trail Extension Project.              

"I am thrilled to have played a role in the efforts to build a                bicycle and pedestrian path that will link four separate rail trails                and five communities," Olver said.&nbsp; "This trail will allow                thousands of area residents to travel from their homes to employment                and retail centers, and the area's five colleges. Extending the                trail is going to make the valley safer and more attractive to bicyclists                and tourism."              

"I must also say that this link is very symbolic. Not only will                it connect the communities by an asphalt path, but it will strengthen                the communities connection to each other, the colleges, and the                Valley's economy."              

"And, as everyone knows, aside from it being economical, biking                is a great form of exercise and&nbsp; fun. I will be anxious to                come out and ride with all of you at the ribbon cutting ceremony."              

Earlier this year, Rep. Olver was able to earmark $3 million for                the bike path connector through the six-year transportation reauthorization                bill known as TEA 21.&nbsp; The connector project will ultimately                link the Norwottuck Rail Trail, the Northampton Bike Path, the Nagle                Downtown Walkway and Easthampton's Manhan Rail Trail into a 20 mile,                10 foot wide asphalt pathway.             
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